THE REPUBLIC AND THE PARTIES	73
humorous proportion. During the war the two parties had
opposed each other with increasing bitterness., the Liberals under
Stresemann voting against the Peace resolution and vigorously
supporting the army command. In the nation, however, the
general Liberal opinion was strongly in favour of the Progressives,
and when the end came these had attracted to their party many of
the ablest men in Germany. A group of these made the Pro-
gressives the basis of a new party, the Democratic party, whose
first manifesto was signed by Georg Bernhard, Bernstorff, Richard
Dehmel, Albert Einstein, Gerhart Hauptmann, Max Lieber-
mann, Walther Rathenau, Werner Sombart, Adam Stegerwald,
and Hugo Stinnes—the pick of the best brains in Germany's
intellectual and commercial life. They excluded the National
Liberal leaders and Stresemann found himself without a party.
Nothing daunted, he founded the German People's party, com-
posed in the main of the big industrialists whose hearts had not
been touched by the democratic appeal and who yet coxild not
quite aspire to membership of the "National" party; by the cir-
cumstances of its composition as well as by the nature of its com-
ponents it was a thoroughly Conservative party, much nearer to
the Nationalists than to the Democrats. Its republicanism was
lukewarm and it looked for salvation to a strong Right govern-
ment. What the Democrats looked to is much less clear. It may, on
the whole, be said that they justified their name and were a party
of ideas rather than a party of action, standing for Liberalism rather
than for a Liberal programme, and they had ruined all chances
of founding what was eminently desirable, a great centre party,
by their understandable but not very intelligent tactics towards
Stresemann and his colleagues. Their wealth of intellectual talent
was an embarrassment, for intellectual talent is by nature indivi-
dualist and could not produce intellectual unity much less political
unity in a form that would appeal to the nation. Intellectual
liberalism, invaluable as a critic to political life, is invariably
sterile if it is not allied to a generous romanticism that can sweep
the less intellectual element off its feet. To any great Liberal party
to-day a Garibaldi and a Mazzini are infinitely more necessary
than an Adam Smith or a John Stuart Mill. The tragedy of the

